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NASA has fomu]akd a strategic fran~cwmk  for Mars exploration. The approach is to
explore hlars along three thematic lines: search  for life, understand climate histo~,  and
map resources and gcolog/geophysics.  l-he strategy  is to first obtain g]obal  ~eochcmical
and mincralogic  maps of h’lars from orbit. ‘1’k sccmcl stejl is to characterize mcl explore
sites using rovers  that are capable of selecting sanlplc.s  of rock and soil. The third step is to
land at one of the, previously explmxl  sites, colkct  a s:imple  ancl return  it to Ear[h. “1’his
strategy \\’ill  k implemented in a serim of missions th:it  include a lander and orbiter in
~()()1 and in ~(jo~ and the first s:imple  return in 2005.” ‘1’he site selection strategy is tO first
explore a region  of ancient hi+]anck  that hm C1’iderlce for subsurfidce hych’otherma]
mineralization. “1’he lanolin: site could bc m the ejccta  of a recent impact crater that has
excavated fresh rod-u. A second site would emphasize sonle\\’}lat  latm fluvia]  or ]acustrine
cleposits  that might  have harbored life that appc.awd  earlier. A third site would bc in a place
\\/llere  there  is p~~s~n[ day }]ydro[}ler[na]  ac[il’ity  in the SL/bS[)If(iCe  to search fOr MtNt ljf&
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